
L J U B L J A N A  D E C L A R AT I O N  O N  S U S TA I N A B L E 
B U I L D I N G S  A N D  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Members of the World Federation of Engineering Organizations Executive Council and the participants 
of the World Engineers Forum 2012 in Ljubljana, Slovenia, agreed to this Declaration.

Considering that:

–	 there is an urgent societal need to achieve sustainable design and construction of buildings and 
infrastructure to meet the needs of human well being and environmental protection;

–	 existing and new technologies combined with improved processes and procedures will enable 
implementation and management for sustainable construction of buildings and infrastructure;

–	 implementable solutions for sustainable construction must account for local and regional needs, 
cultures, priorities, and available human and financial capacity;

–	 development proposals and projects require thorough analysis of their technical, economic 
and environmental feasibility and social and cultural impacts, before their approval and 
implementation;

–	 international standardization on sustainability principles in buildings and engineered 
infrastructure is rapidly developing;

–	 there are many methods for sustainability assessment of buildings and infrastructure available 
worldwide;

–	 it is necessary, through interdisciplinary collaboration of engineers, architects, planners and 
scientists, to implement effective solutions and new models for communities due to rapidly 
changing demographics and living conditions.

Declare that:

Sustainability and reliability of buildings and infrastructure for communities should be considered 
through integrated design by multidisciplinary teams, who are committed to life-cycle analysis (project 
inception to end of service life).

Substantial technological improvement as well as sound, evidence based policies are needed to assure 
construction of sustainable buildings and the supporting infrastructure services (transportation, water 
and wastewater, gas pipeline, electrical distribution and communication systems).

World Federation of Engineering Organizations
World Engineers Forum 2012

September 2012



Invitation
Engineers, politicians, researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs from all over the world will meet from 17 to 21 September 2012 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia, to present and exchange their opinions about the sustainable design and construction of buildings and 
infrastructure, a major challenge of the 21st century. Speeches will be given by eminent professionals, businessmen and politicians 
from across the world. A declaration of the forum will be prepared as a summary of the closing statements of all sections of the 
forum and issued at the forum’s closing ceremony. There is no doubt that the forum will be a memorable and valuable experience 
from professional and business point of view.  We are kindly inviting you to the forum and WFEO Members to the accompanying 
WFEO events.

WEF 2012 Organising Committee: Eng. Marwan Abdelhamid, President of the WFEO International Advisory Board
 Mag. Črtomir Remec, President of the National Organising Committee
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Eng. Adel Al-Kharafi, Predsident of the World Federation of Engineering Organisations, WFEO

The Slovenian Chamber of Engineers (IZS) is hosting the WFEO Executive Council meetings in Ljubljana from 17 to 21 September 
2012. IZS chose to organize the World Engineering Forum 2012 on this occasion under the theme “Sustainable Construction for 
People”. It was immediately adopted by WFEO Executive Council and National Members due to the importance of this issue for 
peoples throughout the world. Engineers in particular can measure this importance as the Forum that will tackle issues in which 
all engineers in the world are involved in and to which engineers can bring significant answers such as energy efficient buildings, 

environmentally friendly constructions, green buildings and other. I am sure this Forum which is attracting keynote speakers and participants from 
many countries will be a great success.  

Zvone Černač, Minister of Infrastructure and Spatial Planning

Slovenia is certainly the right choice for hosting the World Engineering Forum 2012 which will be held under the title “Sustainable 
Construction for People”. A small, picturesque country with its geographical position, economic and social development, including 
its involvement in the international efforts for sustainable development, can certainly embody the topics to be discussed at the 
Forum. The right moment was chosen for these discussions – on the one hand there are clear signs given by the environment that it 
is about time for action, on the other hand both awareness and responsibility among people have grown significantly, and current 
economic situation requests substantial actions.

The opportunity for concrete measures has matured. New paradigms should be translated by the profession into the following concrete forms: from 
energy efficient buildings to smart energy and communication networks. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Spatial Planning are strongly involved in the events and contribute actively therein; we see our role particularly in identifying public interests and 
formulating measures with which we can achieve identified objectives to the full extent. 

Mag. Črtomir Remec, President of the Slovenian Chamber of Engineers, IZS

World Engineering Forum 2012 in Ljubljana, Slovenia, held on the theme “Sustainable Construction for People’’ will be a top-level 
meeting of the most prominent representatives of engineering from all continents placing Slovenia on the global building map. The 
objective of the Forum is to link the profession, economy and politics in order to renew launching of the building sector facing one of 
the heaviest crises in the history. In the decades to come, the main design and construction development power will be characterized 
by a shortage of energy and environmental awareness. Our task is to continue the tradition of the last World Engineers’ Convention 

in Geneva under the topic “Engineers’ Power the World”.   

17 - 21 September 2012, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Invitation
Engineers, politicians, researchers, scientists and entrepreneurs from all over the world will meet from 17 to 21 September 2012 
in Ljubljana, Slovenia, to present and exchange their opinions about the sustainable design and construction of buildings and 
infrastructure, a major challenge of the 21st century. Speeches will be given by eminent professionals, businessmen and politicians 
from across the world. A declaration of the forum will be prepared as a summary of the closing statements of all sections of the 
forum and issued at the forum’s closing ceremony. There is no doubt that the forum will be a memorable and valuable experience 
from professional and business point of view.  We are kindly inviting you to the forum and WFEO Members to the accompanying 
WFEO events.

WEF 2012 Organising Committee: Eng. Marwan Abdelhamid, President of the WFEO International Advisory Board
 Mag. Črtomir Remec, President of the National Organising Committee
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many countries will be a great success.  

Zvone Černač, Minister of Infrastructure and Spatial Planning

Slovenia is certainly the right choice for hosting the World Engineering Forum 2012 which will be held under the title “Sustainable 
Construction for People”. A small, picturesque country with its geographical position, economic and social development, including 
its involvement in the international efforts for sustainable development, can certainly embody the topics to be discussed at the 
Forum. The right moment was chosen for these discussions – on the one hand there are clear signs given by the environment that it 
is about time for action, on the other hand both awareness and responsibility among people have grown significantly, and current 
economic situation requests substantial actions.

The opportunity for concrete measures has matured. New paradigms should be translated by the profession into the following concrete forms: from 
energy efficient buildings to smart energy and communication networks. The Government of the Republic of Slovenia and the Ministry of Infrastructure 
and Spatial Planning are strongly involved in the events and contribute actively therein; we see our role particularly in identifying public interests and 
formulating measures with which we can achieve identified objectives to the full extent. 

Mag. Črtomir Remec, President of the Slovenian Chamber of Engineers, IZS

World Engineering Forum 2012 in Ljubljana, Slovenia, held on the theme “Sustainable Construction for People’’ will be a top-level 
meeting of the most prominent representatives of engineering from all continents placing Slovenia on the global building map. The 
objective of the Forum is to link the profession, economy and politics in order to renew launching of the building sector facing one of 
the heaviest crises in the history. In the decades to come, the main design and construction development power will be characterized 
by a shortage of energy and environmental awareness. Our task is to continue the tradition of the last World Engineers’ Convention 

in Geneva under the topic “Engineers’ Power the World”.   

17 - 21 September 2012, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Slovenian Chamber of Engineers – Jarška cesta 10/b, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenija

T: +386 (0)1 547 33 33  |  F: +386 (0)1 547 33 20  |  E: izs@izs.si  |  I: www.izs.si

By exchanging and applying scientific and technical knowledge, innovation and practice, engineers 
create sustainable solutions to the design, construction, operations, maintenance and decommissioning 
of buildings and infrastructure that support communities, for:

Buildings

–	 by applying sustainability assessment methods and tools, based on life-cycle analysis including 
economic, social and environmental effects;

–	 by using internationally agreed indicators for building sustainability with consideration of local 
factors;

–	 by using “Environmental Product Declaration” in design of green buildings;
–	 by implementing integrated design, based on the multidisciplinary project teams;
–	 by integrating criteria for sustainable building design of socially acceptable facilities in response 

to demographic trends.

Communities

–	 by analyzing and considering demographics and the trend of urbanization in land use planning;
–	 by considering population mobility in development concepts of large urban centers;
–	 by complying with sustainability criteria in planning, design, construction, operations, 

maintenance and decommissioning of infrastructure projects;
–	 by using sustainability rating tools for communities and infrastructure.

Disaster Risk Management

–	 by mitigating unacceptable impacts of manmade and natural disasters through sustainable 
planning;

–	 by incorporating resilience to maintain the operation of critical systems essential for the 
functioning of a community such as, transportation, water and wastewater, gas pipeline, electrical 
distribution and communication systems.

The World Federation of Engineering Organizations and its members are ready, willing and able to 
contribute their expertise, creativity and dedication to delivering the elements of this Declaration.

We urge the world’s leaders to engage the World Engineering Community as a full partner in addressing 
these complex challenges as we evolve into a sustainable planet.


